
 

UCLG Policy Statement – Local Government and Development Cooperation 

 

 

Context 

Since the 1980s, local governments and their associations have increased and enhanced their 

international development cooperation activities. The overarching objective has been to develop the 

capacity of local governments to play a leadership role in social and economic development that will 

reduce poverty and enhance social inclusion. United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), in its role as 

the global organization representing the interests of local government, has brought together local 

government associations (LGAs), cities and regional authorities to foster collaboration and a common 

understanding of development cooperation among members and partners.  

This policy statement reflects the position of UCLG’s members and summarizes the findings of a more 

comprehensive policy document aimed at raising awareness and advocating on the importance of local 

government in development before the international donor community as well as national, regional and 

local authorities. 

 

Local Government are Key to Development 

Citizens living in cities, towns and villages all over the world rely on local governments to fulfill their 

basic needs for shelter, clean water, public health, education, security and livelihoods — the building 

blocks for human development. By 2030, it is estimated that two-thirds of humanity will be living in 

urban settlements with much of the growth happening in Asia, Africa and Latin America. It is also in 

cities and communities, particularly middle-size cities, where many national, regional and local 

challenges intersect and where the impact is most acute. This has placed municipal governments on the 

front lines of some of the most pressing challenges facing the global community, and more often than 

not, seen them leading the way towards the identification and implementation of innovative solutions. 

Wherever they are established, local governments perform three broad roles: 

• They provide the voice, leadership and ‘strategic vision’ for their community; 

• They provide organise local public services essential for people’s well-being; 

• They act as catalyst and drivers for the local development process.  

The absence of an effective local government structure capable of planning, managing the delivery of 

essential services and coordinating relations with different partners creates an enormous barrier to the 

development process.  

Local governments’ deep roots into the political, economic and social fabric of communities’ places 

them in an advantageous position to act as conveners of partners in the community such as civil society, 

policy makers, the private sector and other influential stakeholders. Through their public participation 

systems, local governments enable citizens to take part in open and transparent processes to identify 

local priorities and to take greater ownership over the development process.  

 

 



Local Governments as Development Actors 

Local governments worldwide are involved in many forms of cooperation and partnership, which span a 

wide range of different motives and objectives.  While some forms of partnership and cooperation are 

focused on strengthening local governments and their institutions, others are focused on engaging local 

partners (civil society, citizens and the private sector) to support their participation in the social and 

economic development of their community. The many forms of cooperation demonstrate that local 

governments have unique skills, responsibilities and resources that they can contribute to development 

cooperation.  

Although local government’s involvement in development cooperation dates back decades, the 

participation and engagement of local government in the development discourse and policy dialogue 

with donors and international organizations is far more recent. The work of UCLG and it members has 

contributed to greater awareness and recognition of the important role that local governments play in 

development cooperation and the need to be more actively engaged in the planning and 

implementation of development assistance. As a result, UCLG and its members have been invited to 

participate in the OECD Development Assistance Committee’s working party on Aid Effectiveness, the 

United Nations Development Cooperation Forum, while UCLG’s president sits on the UN post-2015 High 

Level Panel of Eminent Persons.   

 

UCLG’s Policy on Development Cooperation 

UCLG and its members are committed to raising awareness about the important contribution that local 

governments can make to development cooperation. UCLG believes that: 

 

1. The international community and national governments must recognize the important role 

played by local governments in development cooperation and support their engagement as 

partners in planning, implementing and coordinating strategies to promote social and 

sustainable economic development; 

2. In a context of increasing urban growth and decentralization, local governments are ideally 

positioned to understand and respond to the needs and challenges facing citizens and their 

communities but frequently lack the resources to do so. The international community must 

ensure adequate funding is directed to local governments to mobilize their skills, resources and 

networks to support development; 

3. Strong and effective local government are critical to ensuring democratic , prosperous and safe 

communities and in resolving developmental challenges at the local, national, regional and 

global level; and 

4. The contribution of local governments and their associations to more effective and sustainable 

development can only be of value if they are strengthened to play this role. Local governments 

contribute to the empowerment and ownership of development initiatives by local communities 

leading to enhanced sustainability of development cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Call to Action 

 

National governments, bilateral donors, multilateral financial institutions and international 

organizations are called on to: 

 

i) Further recognize local governments and local government associations as key development actors 

and support their full-fledged participation, consultation and engagement in national and sectoral policy 

dialogues on development cooperation. 

ii) Provide adequate funding for local governments to participate in development cooperation. It is 

proposed that 20% of international development assistance (currently provided in the form of 

budgetary support and sector wide approaches) be earmarked to support decentralization processes 

and the capacity-building of local government; and  

iii) Ensure that enabling legal frameworks and programming mechanisms are in place to allow local 

governments and/or local government associations to directly manage international cooperation 

programs focused on: strengthening the capacity of the local government sector; promoting democracy 

at the local level, and; supporting decentralization. 

 

Local governments and local government associations are called upon to:  

i) Engage in a dialogue with donors and national governments to ensure that the needs and concerns of 

local governments are clearly understood and supported by relevant policies and programs; 

ii) Ensure that decentralized cooperation, municipal international cooperation (MIC) and association 

capacity building (ACB) are well coordinated and developed within the framework of country 

development strategies that take into account the local cultural context, country priorities and 

governance reform programs. 

iii) Ensure that the full diversity of the community voices is heard by promoting participatory processes 

in their approaches to development cooperation; and 

iv) Explore and develop long-term partnerships between local organizations, bilateral and multilateral 

donors, in addition to other key development stakeholders such as civil society, to implement effective 

development cooperation programs. 

 

 


